History taking

In principle this does not differ from history taking in other medical disciplines. The important questions possible in dermatological history taking:

How long have skin lesions been present?

Where was the primary skin manifestation?

How did these develop?

What treatment has been used so far (up till admission)?

What are your subjective complaints (discomfort problems)?

Do new lesions occur in the same site or in different sites?

Is there any relationship to sun exposure? How long after exposure?

How long does the rash last?

What topical agents have been used (e.g. steroids, antibiotics, antifungals) and did they help?

What do you think of your skin problem?

FAMILY HISTORY  

Does anyone else in the family have any skin problem and if so is it the same as your disease?

Past medical history
What operations and diseases have you had and when?

What drugs are you on?

Have you ever been in hospital? Why?  

Allergic history

Have you ever suffered from any adverse drug reactions? 

Occupational and recreational history

What is your job? Do you have any hobbies?

What materials do you work with?

